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CHOANEPHOKA POD ROT OF PIGFONPEF A IR PAKISTAN
SnbooBALL S HUSSAIN 6K Ruian s B ffabib

Pulses Frograsinme,
Nationul Agricultival Research Cenire, 1siamuatiad, Fakistan.

Extra carly pigeonpea genotypes selected from ICRISAT matenals planted at the
National Agricultural Research Centre, Islamabad were found infecied by a pod rou
disease during September-October, 1990. The disease appeared as water soahed lesions
which subsequently developed into a wet rot affecting both young and mature pods
showing luxuriant whitish growth with black headed pin like sporangia around the pods.
The pods damaged by insects were more affected than non-damaged pods. Withered
and detached fiewers also showed fungal growth, Pods near maturity were more suscep-
tible than the voung pods specially under hamid conditions. The fungus isolated in pure
culture on PDA medium was identificd as Choanephora cucwrbitarum (Berk and Rav.)
Thaxter (Stevens, 1913). Detached healthy pods of pigeonpea cultivar 1CCP-83015
surface sterilized with (0.56% sodium hypochlorite solution for 1.5 minutes. followed by
washing in sterilized distilicd water were dipped ina coutdial suspension 5f & cucur-
bitarun (6.5x107 conidia/ml) and placed in sterilized Petri plates at room temperatare
(24+2°C) developed characteristic symptoms of the discase. There does not appear 1o
e atiy previves report ol Cocuctarbuaruim on pigeonpea it Pakistan. Pod ror ol pigeonped
caused by O cuctirbugnem has been reported hiem Indie {Misra & Mchra, 1969) The
fungus has been reported to parasitive Liffa acutangulu Roxb., (Ghalfar & Kafi. 1503),
Capsicton anyum L. (Mirza & Qureshy, 1978, Vignia wguictdata (L) Wilp (Bashir ez
al., 1985y and Vigna radiata (1. Wilezek (Alan or al, 19845,
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