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Obituary

DR.M.AF. FARIDI
(1927-1985)

Professor Mohammad Aslam Faroog Faiidi was born on April 8, 1927 in Retol, a
small village in District Merrut in undivided India. He received his early schooling at
Faiz-e-Aam High School, Meerut. He moved to the Muslim University Aligarh from where
he graduated in 1943 and obtained his Master’s degree in Botany in 1945. Dr. Faridi was
an active element of Pakistan movement and the creation of Pakistan therefore urged him
to migrate to Pakistan in 1948, Dr. Faridi joined the Punjab University and worked on
Charales of West Pakistan under Prof. Ch. Sultan Almad and obtained another Master’s
degree in Botany in 1953. Dr. Faridi taught Botany for some time at the MAO College
Lahore and then in 1954 moved to the glorious, historic and the oldest seat of learning
in the NWEFP — The Islamia College Peshawar. Dr. Faridi was awarded a merit scholarship
in 1958 for overseas studies at the University of Kansas in USA from where he completed
his doctoral thesis in 1961 on fresh water species of Raizocolonium and Cladophora
under Professor G.W. Prescott. On his return Dr. Faridi joined the Department of Botany
University of Peshawar in 1963, Dr. Faridi was Chairman of the Department from 1976—
1982. He was a member of various academic committees. Dr. Faridi retired as Professor
of Botany, University of Peshawar in June 1985 and before his retirement Prof. Faridi
domnated all his books, periodicals and scientific literature to the department, which is
considered as one of the largest collections on fresh water algae.

Dr. Faridi continued to devote his time fo teaching and research. Inspite of his
illnesses, heart seizures in 1973 and 1978, throat cancer followed by removal of his
vocal cords, Dr. Faridi was a very good conversationalist and the loss of speech was a
great shock to him. He presented experiences of his speech therapy in a book “Goyaie
ki Bazyaft” for those who had lost their speaking ability during operations. A defibril-
lator was fitted into his body to control his heart functions. Dr. Faridi continued to
struggle and on September 14, 1985 at 9.15 p.un. Dr. Faridi died in the intensive care
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unit of Khyber Hospital. He was buried in the University graveyard at Peshawar. May
God Almighty shower His blessings upon the departed soul. Ameen,

Dr. Faridi was a keen observer of nature. He was author or coauthor of over 70
scientific papers mostly dealing with fresh water algae. He was considered as an authority
on the fresh water algae of Pakistan. He also wrote popular articles, stories and fiction,
Dr. Faridi translated a pushto book “Rochi Mataloona™ into Urdu.

Dr. Faridi was a member of Pakistan Botanical Society and Pakistan Biological
Society. He also served on the editorial boards of Pakistan Journal of Botany, Biologia
and Biological Journal of Science & Technology. Several new algal specimens described
by Dr. Faridi include, Nitella pakistanica, Pelogloea nizamuddinii, Oscillatoria zahidii,
QOedogonium ahmedii, Zygnema pakistanica, Closterium croasdalii, Ulothrix shameelil,
Oedogonium peshawarense whereas Caulerpa faridii, Ulothrix zonata var, faridii, Selanas-
trum faridii have been named in his honour.

Dr. Faridi was greatly admired by the staff, his students and his friends alike. He was
an indefatigable worker and he always motivated his students and fellow workers to
excel in studies and research. His death is a great loss not only to his family but to his
students and friends. He is survived by his wife, two daughters and a son.

Farrukh Hussain
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