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Abstract
We explored the species composition, diversity, and spatial distribution of soil seed banks and plant litter at two sites
within Al Wadi Al Akhdar 'the green valley' area of Tabuk region, KSA, the main valley, and an adjoining shallow stream which
are in essence different in elevation, slope and amount of overflow. The objectives were to evaluate and detect the species
diversity and spatial variability in soil seed banks and plant litter. We used the systematic sampling procedure to collect soil
samples, and the flotation method to extract seeds and plant litter. We employed Paleontological Statistics (PAST) version 4.03
to achieve summary statistics, diversity indices, and graphs and drive appropriate statistical tests that are crucial to answering
research questions. Seed banks and plant litter exhibited abnormal spatial distributions. Differences in the mean number of
seeds and plant litter contents between sampling points and between the two sites were not significant (p≤0.05). The shallow
stream was more diverse in seed species with a high evenness of distribution between species compared to the valley. The
valley possessed a higher number of seeds with a higher dominance _ D value. Species within the shallow site varied
significantly (p≤0.05) in their mean number of seeds, but the difference between the valley species was not significant. Senecio
sp. seeds dominated the seed bank of the valley, while Brassica sp. seeds dominated the shallow stream seed bank. The seed
banks of both sites were made of herbaceous species. The parent plants of seed banks do not belong to the standing vegetation.
We concluded that elevation and slope influenced soil seed banks' spatial distribution, diversity, and plant litter.
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Introduction
The valleys represent one of the unique land
formations in Saudi Arabia. They pass through the
mountain series widely distributed in different parts of the
country. The valleys are of high social, cultural, economic,
and environmental values. They afford suitable conditions
for seasonal and sustainable agricultural activities, excellent
pastures rich in palatable nutritious plant species because of
the accumulation of water and minerals, making them
favorable sites for plant growth and causing the spatial
variability in plant assemblages (Ludwig & Tongway,
1995; Al-Rowaily et al., 2012). They also support various
medicinal plants with multiple traditional uses which are in
the popular legacies of the people of the region. Picturesque
areas for recreation and hunting sites are also common in
the valleys. They also contain a range of archaeological
sites and provide natural habitats rich in species of wildlife.
Wadi Al Akhdar (the green valley), Wadi Damm, and Wadi
Asafir are the most important valleys in the Tabuk region
(City profiles: Tabuk, 2019). The Tabuk region is
characterized by appreciable plant diversity, but this natural
biodiversity is subject to decline and shift due to human
activities, such as agricultural production, woodcutting and
overgrazing. It was reported That 40000 hectares of woody
vegetation were removed annually, with a considerable
reduction of rare plant species (Almutairi et al., 2015).
Deterioration of rangelands in the KSA is one consequence
of overgrazing (Al Rowaily et al., 2015) through increasing
consumption of plant matter, especially of desirable
species, resulting in a low percentage of vegetation cover,
reduction in potential regrowth of future generations, and
shift in species composition (Ludwig et al., 2005).
Xerophytic vegetation is the most noticeable feature of the
plant lifeforms in the KSA (Zahran, 1982). However, the

most dominant plant lifeforms in the Tabuk region are
therophyte and chamaephyte and most of the species
belong mainly to three groups: charophytes, SaharaArabian, and Irano-Turanianands (Al-Mutairi et al., 2016).
The Green valley represents the most observable land
forms of the area. It exhibits physiographic irregularity that
causes variation in species distribution (Fakhireh, 2012).
The Green Valley provides shelter, food, and medicine
(Shehata & Galal, 2014), habitats for a variety of perennial
Woody and herbaceous plant species, in addition to wild
fauna including birds, reptiles, mammals, and insects.
Many of the plant species in the valley are of high
traditional herbal medicine values, including Haloxylon
persicum, Haloxylon salocornium Artemisia monosperma,
Artemisia annua, Artemisia vulgaris, Aaronsohnia
factorovskyi, Pulicaria incisa, Fagonia bruguieri, Rumex
vesicarius, and Malva parviflora. The green valley also
represents a good grazing site where Acacia seyal, Panicum
turgidum, and Retama raetam, among many others, provide
feed for grazing and browsing animals. Moreover, this site
contains some valuable archaeological sites like Al Akhdar
Well and Al-Akhdar Castle.
Soil seed banks are composed of all living seeds
(Saatkamp et al., 2014), seeds in the soil associated with
litter/humus (Mekonnen, 2016), and seeds that remain
attached to the parent plant. Depending on longevity,
transient seed banks are seeds that live for a short period
and persistent seed banks are seeds that can survive in the
soil for long periods (Gulden & Shirtliffe, 2009). A wide
range of values provided by seed banks have been
recorded, including offering the plants the ability to migrate
to new sites, contributing to the stability of plant
populations and conservation of biodiversity (Chesson &
Huntly 1997, Faist et al., 2013, Plue & Cousins, 2013;
Cabin et al., 2000, Ayre et al., 2009, Lundemo et al., 2009,
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Mandak et al., 2012). Also, increasing the lifespan of plant
populations and thus influencing the rate and direction of
evolution (Brown & Venable, 1986, Evans & Cabin, 1995,
Evans & Dennehy, 2005), gives the plant populations the
ability to cope with environmental change. In addition, they
allow species to survive harsh environmental conditions
(Gulden & Shirtliffe, 2009). Knowledge and studies on
different aspects of seed banks are of great importance for
predicting potential restoration of sites and managing the
structure of standing plant populations (Herrier et al., 2005;
van der Valk & Pederson, 1989; Richter & Stromberg,
2005; Hui & Keqin, 2006); understanding the impacts of
climate (Paul et al., 1995) and the secondary succession
(Lang, 2006). Moreover, the spatial relations of seed bank
assemblages are important elements of biodiversity within
agroecosystems (Alignier & Petit, 2012; Benvenuti, 2007).
Soil erosion and accumulation of sediments are essential
for the structure and distribution of soil seed banks, but this
field of research has not received the coverage that it
deserves (Timothy et al., 2013).
Plant litter is defined as the dead plant material of
small size lying loose on the ground, and its production
depends basically on the productivity of the plant
community at a site (Facelli et al., 1991). Plant litter is
rearranged and removed from open areas and higher
points to depressions and lower areas by wind and runoff
water (MacMahon & Wagner, 1985; Noy-Meir, 1985;
West, 1979; Whitford et al., 1982) and moves mostly
down slopes, and fallen logs and branches may retain
litter and create marked patchiness in the distribution of
litter (Orndorff & Lang, 1981). Facelli et al., (1991)
reviewed the effects, significance, and values of litter in
the availability of mineral nutrients, soil light
environment, soil temperature, water dynamics, as a
physical barrier of seeds and plants, in addition to its
effects on plant community structure and dynamics.
Litterfall is a basic component of the biogeochemical
cycles. Its biomass and chemical composition are required
to quantify the annual return of elements and organic
matter to the soil. Moreover, litterfall provides temporal
and quantitative information about the phenological
development of the stand. The quantification of litter
facilitates measurements of annual variation in phenology
in response to short-term weather patterns and long-term
climate (Pitman et al., 2010). 10 to 20% of decaying plant
material will contribute to soil organic matter (Sylvia et
al., 2005), meaning that 80-90% of plant litter may persist
for long periods and can provide an insight into dynamics,
diversity, and abundance of vegetation cover of an area
allows comparisons between sites in primary biomass
productivity and can be useful in succession studies.
Many studies have been carried out to investigate the
floristic composition and diversity of vegetation in the
Tabuk region (Moawed et al., 2015; Elmutairi et al., 2016),
medicinal uses of plants (Al-Harbi, 2017; Fakhry et al.,
2016), and springs (Al-Saleh, 2017) but none of these
studies have focused on soil seed banks and plant litter
contents. Hence, this study tries to fill a part of this research
gap and to establish a piece of baseline information
regarding the structure, composition, diversity, spatial
variability, and site to site turnover of soil seed banks and
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plant litter in the area as affected by elevation, slope, water
and wind erosion of the soil. This will be achieved through
testing of null hypotheses that seed banks and plant litter
are homogeneously distributed within and between sites,
have similar diversities, seed banks belong to the above
ground vegetation standing at each site and differences in
altitude and slope and, hence, runoff and erosion do not
affect their distribution. Results of this study are intended to
make a first step and a helpful tool for future assessment,
evaluation, and monitoring programs on natural vegetation
of the area and the impacts of human activities.
Materials and Methods
The study area: The Tabuk region lies at the extreme
Northwestern part of Saudi Arabia. The area of the Tabuk
Region is 139,000 square kilometers or about 6.2% of the
total area of the Kingdom. It is characterized by a unique
geological formation made up of mountain series and
plateaus dissected by networks of valleys that flow towards
the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aqaba in the West (Alsaleh,
2017). Tabuk city falls between the Hejaz mountain and the
Northern plains, at an altitude of 778 m bounded by a large
mountain system to the South in addition to vast
agricultural areas to the South, East, and North. All of these
elements make Tabuk´s immediate natural surroundings a
varied and characteristic environment. The region and the
rest of the country have a semiarid to hyper-arid climate,
characterized by high temperatures, deficient rainfall, and
extremely high evapotranspiration. The Tabuk region is
also characterized by its northerly cooling influences and
by having the lowest winter temperature average in the
country. Winter temperatures usually range between 6°C
and 18°C, occasionally dropping below zero at night, and
summer temperatures vary from 28°C to 40°C. Prevailing
winds coming from the West also influence these
temperatures. Mean annual rainfall is very low at 30mm
(Tabuk City Profile, 2019).
The study sites: We selected two sites within Alwadi AlAkhdar (the green valley) area which is about 90 km
distant from Tabuk city to the South: the main valley,
which is a tilted valley of low elevation, steep sides with a
stream flowing through it, seasonally receives a great deal
of runoff and characterized by patchy, mainly perennial
natural vegetation, of shrubs, bushes and herbaceous
species alternating with eroded bare areas, and a
neighboring shallow stream of relatively higher elevation
upon the plain with relatively homogeneously distributed
vegetation mainly of annual species. The idea behind this
selection is, primarily, to detect and quantify soil seed
banks and plant litter contents in the area, their diversity,
distribution, and species composition and to trace changes
in these indicators between and within the two sites
following geophysical variations in slope, elevation, and
magnitude of runoff and soil erosion.
Soil sampling: We used the systematic sampling
procedure to collect soil samples from both sites. We
established a line transect of 100 m length at the bottom
of both the main valley and the shallow stream parallel to
the direction of flow, marking 10 sampling points along
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the line transect with 10m intervals. At each point, we
collected soil from 30 x 30 cm and 5 cm depth at the
middle, mixed them carefully with hands, removed
animal feces and large gravels, and crushed large masses
of soil. Then we placed soil in high-density plastic bags
labeled with the site and number of points. Then we
transferred the samples to the laboratory for further
studies. We carried out the sampling during October 2020,
about two months before winter (the rainy season).
Seed extraction and determination of plant litter dry
weight: We extracted Seeds and plant litter from the soil
using the seed flotation extraction method described by
Gonzalez & Ghermandi (2012), where we prepared a
supersaturated solution of sodium chloride by adding 350
g NaCl to 1 liter of distilled water, we took 1 kg of soil
from each sample that we collected from a sampling point
and split into two samples of 500 g, added each 500 g of
soil to NaCl solution and agitated the mixture for 3
minutes and left it to stand for 1 hour. Then we filtered
organic matter suspended on the surface gently through
filter paper, spread it on filter papers, and left it to dry out
for two days. We mixed the organic material obtained
from both samples of 500 g soil to make the yield from 1
kg of soil, removed animal feces and other parts of nonplant origin, and recorded the dry weight of plant litter
using a sensitive balance.
Seeds counts: We sorted, counted, recorded, and imaged
seeds of different species associated with plant litter yield
from each 1 kg of soil from both sites separately under a
binocular dissecting microscope, and used a hand counter
to count seeds of large numbers.
Statistical analysis: We employed Paleontological
Statistics (PAST) version 4.03 to produce summary
statistics, the probability distribution (Anderson-Darling
test), and the test for equal means (number of seeds)
between different sampling points and between different
species for each site. We obtained diversity indices of
seeds of different species, carried out a test for equal
means (plant litter dry weight g/kg soil) between the two
sites and used the software to produce a normal
probability plot of plant litter at both sites. We calculated
the percentage composition of each seed species at both
sites using the following equation:
Total no. of species seeds
Total no. of seeds of all species

x 100

Result and Discussion
Distribution of seed banks between sampling points:
Anderson-Darling normality test and the coefficient of
variation in (Table 1) showed that the distribution of seeds
from different species at most of the sampling points is
not normal (p Monte Carlo < 0.05). Meaning that most
values have deviated from their means and different
species contributed to the seed bank by varying numbers
of seeds at different sampling points. This result agrees
with what was stated early by Harper et al., (1965);
Archibold, (1981); Thompson, (1986), that buried seeds
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are distributed heterogeneously even in a small area.
Shiferaw et al., (2018) reported a similar finding that seed
populations in the soil are heterogeneous and abnormally
distributed. Test for equal means of the number of seeds
between different sampling points of both sites showed no
significant differences (p≤0.05). The total number of
seeds from all species at each sampling point showed
extreme values at some points of both sites while
relatively close values at the rest of the points. This is
most probably because seed banks were concentrated at
the points along the canyon and the shallow stream where
there are short dense bushes of perennial species that form
windbreaks, protect the soil from water erosion and cause
the seeds to accumulate at covered points while the bare
areas contained relatively lower numbers of seeds. In this
regard, Timothy et al., (2013) stated that soil erosion can
create islands of low seeds in bare sites and higher seed
abundance in covered areas and they also drew attention
to the potential impact and biodiversity significance of
erosion on seed banks. Moreover, Koc et al., (2013)
reported that the differences in the spatial distribution of
plant species in the seed banks were mainly due to geomorphological heterogeneity. Major & Pyott (1966); Leck
et al., (1989); Halpern et al., (1999) related the high
variability of seed bank density to the patchy distribution
of parent plants and the patterns of seed dispersal.
Distribution of seed banks between species: Table 2
summarizes statistics of the number of seeds of each
species and the normality test of their distribution
between different sampling points. All species in the main
valley and six species out of eight in the shallow stream
exhibited abnormal distribution. At the main valley,
Senecio sp. (Fig. 9) was the dominant species and showed
abnormal distribution with the highest coefficient of
variation, while at the shallow stream, Brassica sp. (Fig.
5) was the dominant and normally distributed. This
finding disagrees with the argument of Zhang et al.,
(2012) that although the dominant species have a normal
distribution, the less abundant ones usually have an
abnormal distribution. Senecio sp. is characterized by the
high productivity of small flat seeds of lightweights with
tufts of trichomes that help dispersion by wind. Brassica
sp. also produces copious numbers of minute light
spherical seeds in small pods. This may explain their
supremacy in the number of seeds in the soil seed bank
over other species and confirms that seed dispersal,
germination/dormancy, and size properties of species have
great impacts on the spatial distribution of soil seed bank
(Thompson et al., 1998; Abe et al., 2008; Pazos &
Bertiller, 2008; Stromberg et al., 2008). Decocq et al.,
(2004) also attributed the dominance of species in soil
seed banks to similar biotic and dispersal reasons.
Ambrosia artemisiifolia (Fig. 2) showed the lowest total
number of seeds in the main valley, while Citrullus
lanatus (Fig. 6) showed the lowest coefficient of variation
i.e. its seeds were best evenly distributed between points.
Test for equal means resulted in a non-significant
difference in the number of seeds between species in the
main valley (p≤0.05). At the shallow stream, Seeds of
Brassica sp. with Spermacoce alata (Fig. 10) were much
better distributed between sampling points (had a low
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coefficient of variation values) compared to other species.
Asphodelus fistulosus (Fig. 4) seeds were the lowest in
number (only 3) and Senecio sp. seeds had the lowest
evenness of distribution between points. We also found
that the difference between species in the number of seeds
at the shallow stream was significant (p≤0.05).

annual species was not represented in the seed banks of
both sites. Khan, (1993); Aziz & Khan, (1996) also found a
poor relationship between existing vegetation and
underground seed reserves in desert communities. (Baskin
& Baskin, (1998); Crowley & Garnett, (1999); Marone et
al., (2000) attributed this poor relationship to seed
predation, while Baker, (1989); Esmailzadeh et al., (2011)
attributed it to lack of dormancy mechanisms. Gomaa
(2012) also reported a lower similarity index between the
seed bank and the above-ground vegetation in desert Wadi
compared to other sites. Decocq et al., (2004) reviewed two
hypotheses that may explain that parent plants of seed
banks do not belong to the above ground community:
"temporal segregation hypothesis" that buried seeds
originated from parent plants growing in the stand in the
past and maintained as a result of extended longevity; the
"spatial segregation hypothesis" that buried seeds
originated apart from the stand.

Distribution of species between the two sites and
percentage species composition: We detected a total of
nine species at both sites belonging to seven families (Table
3). The shallow stream soil had a higher number of species
(8) while the main valley soil contained 5 species. All
species represented in the soil seed banks of both sites are
herbaceous. This result is harmonious with that of Senbeta
& Teketay, (2002) who found that only a few woody plants
were represented by a few seeds in the seed bank,
suggesting that woodiest plants typically use the seed rain,
or coppicing from stumps, as alternative regeneration
routes. Guo et al., (1999) and Marone et al., (1998)
indicated the scarce presence of perennials in the seed bank
of desert ecosystems in comparison with the short-lived
species. Bertiller, (1998) justified this by predation in the
soil of large seeds of long-lived species more than small
seeds of short-lived plants. Senecio sp. (96.78%) dominated
the percentage composition by the number of seeds in the
soil seed bank of the main valley, while A. artemisiifolia
showed the lowest contribution to the seed bank of this site
(0.25%). Brassica sp. showed the highest percentage
composition in the shallow stream and A. fistulosus made
the lowest percentage composition. We found that four
species were common between the two sites and Euphorbia
serpens (Fig. 7) appeared in the main valley only while S.
alata, Brassica sp., Aethusa cynapium (Fig. 3), and A.
fistulosus were only in the shallow stream. We also noticed
that most of the standing above ground perennial and

Seed banks diversities: Table 4 shows different diversity
indices of the two sites in seed banks. Dominance_D in
the main valley (0.9372) was higher than that of the
shallow stream (0.3121) meaning that the seed bank of the
main valley was dominated by a fewer number of species.
Simpson_1-D, evenness, and equitability which contrast
the dominance_D were in favor of the shallow stream
(seed bank was evenly made by different species). The
shallow stream was more diverse in species and had a
higher Shannon_H diversity index (1.453) than the main
valley (0.1728). The global diversity index (Whittaker)
which shows the species turn over and shift in species
composition from one site to another was 0.38462, given
that a global diversity index value of 1 means a complete
change in species between sites.

Table 1. Summary statistics and distribution of seeds between sampling points.
Statistics
Taxa
Main
valley

Sampling points
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

Total

2003

36

23

17

19

1207

18

24

25

203

Mean

400.6

7.2

4.6

3.4

3.8

241.4

3.6

4.8

5

40.6

2.7857

2.9257

3.800

Std. error

399.850 5.1029

2396515 2.2271

4.5541

3.3615 39.8517

Anderson-Darling A

1.202

0.7243

0.499

0.9409

1.205

1.196

0.5077

1.112

0.6854

1.179

P(Monte Carlo)

0.0001

0.0171

0.119

0.0028

0.0001

0.0001

0.1025

0.0001

0.0209

0.0002

C.V

223.188 158.479 135.4123 192.4168 223.6068 221.9872 138.332 212.152 150.333 219.485
Test for equal means: p = 0.5677NS

Taxa

8

8

8

8

8

8

8

8

8

8

Total

16

16

104

77

50

95

27

215

16

118

Mean

2

2

13

9.625

6.25

11.875

3.375

26.875

2

14.75

Std. error
1.253566 1.72171 9.029713 5.541846 3.368711 10.8996 2.36746 12.4059 0.73192 8.76631
Shallow
stream Anderson-Darling A 1.206
2.019
1.548
1.09
1.261
2.157
1.587 0.7043 0.4579 1.138
P(Monte Carlo)
C.V

0.0014

0.0001

0.0002

0.003

0.0007

0.0001

0.0002

0.0407

0.2022

0.0016

177.281 243.486 196.4607 162.8541 152.4505 259.6104 198.406 130.565 103.509 168.100
Test for equal means: p = 0.2567NS

NS = Non-significant difference (p≤0.05)

-

A. fistulosus
10
3
0.3
1.868154
0.3663
0.0001
161.0153

-

Fig. 1. plant litter normal probability plot for the canyon
and the shallow stream.
Conclusion

Senecio sp.
10
100
10
10.94537
0.5906
0.0001
288.7136
C. lanatus
10
75
7.5
4.465298
0.9108
0.0002
169.035
Shallow
stream

* = Significant difference (p≤0.05)

S. alata
10
63
6.3
0.15275
2.033
0.3784
93.772
Statistics
Sample points
Total no. of seeds
Mean
Std. error
Anderson-Darling A
P( Monte Carlo)
C.V

E. serpens
10
10
1
0.4944132
1.238
0.0022
156.3472
Statistics
Sample points
Total no. of seeds
Mean
Std. error
Main valley
Anderson-Darling A
P( Monte Carlo)
C.V
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Variation in soil-plant litter contents: Table 5 shows
the dry weight of plant litter (g/kg of soil) from all
sample points at both sites. The main valley had a higher
mean dry weight of soil-plant litter, but the variance in
dry weight of plant litter indicated that the main valley
was of more heterogeneity in the distribution of plant
litter in the soil. (Fig. 1) further demonstrates the
horizontal distribution of plant litter in the soil of both
sites, it is clear that the normal distribution line fits
much better to the sample values of the shallow stream,
while that of the main valley was far from normality in
their distribution. This may be attributed to the same
factors that affected the distribution and concentration of
the seed bank along the main valley (frequency of
occurrence of bushes that make physical barriers of wind
and runoff and bare areas). The difference between
means of plant litter dry weight between the two sites
was also not significant (p≤0.05).

Table 2. Distribution of seed banks between species at the two sites.
Senecio sp.
G. aparine
A. artemisiifolia
C. lanatus.
10
10
10
10
3460
17
9
79
346
1.7
0.9
7.9
218.1683
0.7608475
0.4068852
3.377869
2.003
1.141
1.042
1.086
0.0001
0.0024
0.0045
0.004
199.3956
141.5301
142.9649
135.2122
Test for equal means: p = 0.05775NS
G. aparine
A. cynapium
A. artemisiifolia
Brassica sp.
10
10
10
10
4
11
115
363
0.4
1.1
11.5
36.3
0.4068852
0.2211083
4.009018
9.129926
0.6976
1.683
1.674
2.904
0.0002
0.0483
0.0122
0.0948
174.8015
116.9713
122.7871
95.3507
Test for equal means: p = 0.0002808*

-
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We detected a total of nine seed species belonging to
seven families in the two sites. The distribution of the
seed banks within the two sites, between sampling points,
and between species was abnormal and showed great
heterogeneity. Morphological characteristics, seed
productivity, and dispersal strategies affected the
distribution, dominance, and species composition of seed
banks. Differences in the mean number of seeds between
the sampling point and between species of the main valley
were not significant. The difference in the mean number
of seeds between species on the shallow site was
significant. The difference in mean plant litter in the soil
between the two sites was also not significant. Soil seed
banks of both sites were made of herbaceous species and
the parent plant species of seed banks do not belong to the
above ground vegetation. The shallow stream site had a
higher seed diversity index with better evenness of
distribution between species, and the canyon site had a
higher total number of seeds with higher dominance (less
evenness). Furthermore, we found a considerable turnover
in species between the two sites. Mean plant litter (g/kg
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soil) in the canyon soil was higher than that of the shallow
stream soil, but the normal distribution line fitted the plant
litter values of the shallow stream much better than that of
the canyon. Elevation, slope, and erosion influenced the
size, diversity, and distribution of soil seed banks and

plant and plant litter in the area. Normality test seems to
be better than test for equal means to trace spatial
variability in soil seed banks and plant litter contents.
Based on these findings we can reject the null hypotheses
stated for this study.

Appendix. Photos of seed species detected in the seed banks of the study sites.

Fig. 2. Ambrosia artemisiifolia seed.

Fig. 3. Aethusa cynapium seed.

Fig. 4. Asphodelus fistulosus seed.

Fig. 5. Brassica sp. seed.

Fig. 6. Citrullus lanatus seeds.

Fig. 7. Euphorbia serpens seeds.

Fig. 8. Galium aparine seeds.

Fig. 9. Senecio sp. seed.

Fig. 10. Spermacoce alata seeds.
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Table 3. Percentage composition and distribution of species between the two sites.
Percentage composition
Species
Family
Main
Shallow
Senecio sp. L.
Asteraceae
96.78
13.81
Galium aparine L.
Rubiaceae
0.48
0.55
Ambrosia artemisiifolia L.
Asteraceae
0.25
15.88
Citrullus lanatus (Thunb.) Matsum. & Nakai
Cucurbitaceae
2.21
10.36
Euphorbia serpens Kunth
Euphorbiaceae
0.28
0
Spermacoce alata Aubl.
Rubiaceae
0
7.32
Brassica sp. L.
Brassicaceae
0
50.14
Aethusa cynapium L.
Apiaceae
0
1.51
Asphodelus fistulosus L.
Asphodelaceae
0
0.41
Table 4. Diversity indices in seed banks of the canyon
and the shallow stream and test for equal means
number of seeds/sampling point.
Diversity index
Taxa_S
Individuals
Dominance_D
Simpson_1-D
Shannon_H
Evenness_e^H/S
Equitability_J
Global beta diversity (Whittaker)
N
Mean
Variance
Test for equal means

Main
valley
5
3575
0.9372
0.06278
0.1728
0.2377
0.1074
0.38462
10
358.3
4.70

Shallow
stream
8
724
0.3121
0.6879
1.453
0.5346
0.6988
10
73.4
4004.5

t : 1.3085NS

References
Abe, M., A. Honda, K. Hoshizaki and H. Miguchi. 2008.
Advantage of early seedling emergence in Fagus crenata:
Importance of cotyledon stage for predator escape and
pathogen avoidance. Ecol. Res., 23: 681-688.
Alharbi, N. 2017. Diversity of medicinal plants used in the
treatment of skin diseases in Tabuk region, Saudi Arabia. J.
Med. Pl. Res., 11: 549-555.
Alignier, A. and S. Petit. 2012. Factors shaping the spatial
variation of weed communities across a landscape mosaic.
Weed Res., 52: 402-410.
Almutairi, K., A. Al-Atawi, A. Alajlan and S. Al-Shami. 2015.
Woodcutting Activities in Tabuk Region (Saudi Arabia):
Assessment of Conservation Knowledge. Aceh. Int. J. Sci.
& Tech., 4, 10.13170/aijst.4.2.2489.
Almutairi, K., S. Al-Shami, Z. Khorshid and M. Moawed. 2016.
Floristic diversity of Tabuk province, north Saudi Arabia. J.
Anim. & Pl. Sci., 26(4): 1019-1025.
Al-Rowaily, S., M. El-Bana, D. Al-Bakre, A. Assaeed, A.
Hegazy and D. Basharat. 2015. Effects of open grazing and
livestock exclusion on floristic composition and diversity in
the natural ecosystem of Western Saudi Arabia. Saudi J.
Biol. Sci., 203: 10.1016/j.sjbs.2015.04.012.
Alsaleh, M. 2017. Natural springs in Northwest Saudi Arabia.
Arabian. J. Geosci., 10: 10.1007/s12517-017-3126-6.
Ayre, D.J., K.M. Ottewell, S.L. Krauss and R.J. Whelan. 2009.
Genetic structure of seedling cohorts following repeated
wildfires in the fire-sensitive shrub Persoonia mollis ssp
nectens. J. Ecol., 97(4): 752-760.

Table 5. Plant litter dry weight (g/kg soil) at the
canyon and the shallow stream with variance
and test for equal means.
Plant litter dry weight (g)/kg soil
Sampling point
Main
Shallow
1
0.44
7.6
2
21
6.62
3
5.44
10.05
4
67.00
10.33
5
19.76
8.06
6
0.19
5.42
7
0.83
6.01
8
32.11
9.00
9
21.33
12.58
10
54.24
7.98
N
10
10
Mean
22.234
8.365
Variance
537.27
4.7734
Dif. Between means
Test for equal means

13.869
t = 1.8838NS

Aziz, S. and M.A. Khan. 1996. Seed bank dynamics of a semiarid coastal shrub community in Pakistan. J. Arid Environ.,
34: 81-87.
Baker, H.G. 1985. Some aspects of the natural history of seed
banks. In: (Eds.): Leck, M.A., V.T. Parker and R.L.
Simpson. Ecology of Soil Seed Banks. London: Academic
Press, 5-19.
Baskin, C.C. and J.M. Baskin. 1998. Seeds: Ecology,
biogeography, and evolution of dormancy and germination.
San Diego, Academic Press.
Benvenuti, S. 2007. Natural weed seed burial: effect of soil
texture, rain and seed characteristics. Seed Sci. Res., 17:
211-219.
Bertiller, M.B. 1998. Spatial patterns of the germinable soil seed
bank in Northern Patagonia. Seed Sci. Res., 8: 39-45.
Brown, J.S. and D. Lawrence Venable. 1991. Life history
evolution of seed-bank annuals in response to seed
predation. Evol. Ecol., 5: 12-29.
Chesson, P. and N. Huntly. 1997. The roles of harsh and
fluctuating conditions in the dynamics of ecological
communities. Amer. Nat., 150(5): 519-553.
City Profiles Series: Tabuk. 2019. Ministry of Municipal and
Rural Affairs. United Nations Human Settlements
Programme (UN-Habitat). King Fahd National Library
Cataloging-in-publication Data.
Crowley, G.M. and S.T. Garnett. 1999. Seeds of the annual
grasses Schizachyrium spp. as a food resource for tropical
granivorous birds. Aust. J. Ecol., 24: 208-220.
Decocq, G., B. Valentin, B. Toussaint, F. Hendoux, R. Saguez
and J. Bardat. 2004. Soil seed bank composition and

2270
diversity in a managed temperate deciduous forest. Biod &
Conserv., 13: 2485-2509.
Esmailzadeh, O., S. Hosseini and M. Tabari. 2011. Relationship
between soil seed bank and above-ground vegetation of a
mixed-deciduous temperate forest in Northern Iran. J.
Agric. Sci. & Tech., 13: 411-424.
Evans, A.S. and R.J. Cabin. 1995. Can dormancy aspect the
evolution of post-germination traits? An assessment of the
desert mustard Lesquerella fendleri. Ecol., 76: 344-350.
Evans, M.E.K. and J.J. Dennehy. 2005. Germ banking: bethedging and variable release from egg and seed dormancy.
Quarterly Rev. Biol., 80: 431-451.
Facelli, J. and S.T.A. Pickett. 1991. Plant litter: Its dynamics
and effects on plant community structure. The Bot. Rev.,
57: 1-32.
Faist, A., S. Ferrenberg and S. Collinge. 2013. Banking on the
past: Seed banks as a reservoir for rare and native species
in restored vernal pools. AoB Plants, 5: 10.1093.
Fakhireh, A., M. Ajorlo, A. Shahryari, S. Mansouri, S. Nouri and
A. Pahlavanravi. 2012. The autecological characteristics of
Desmostachya bipinnata in hyper-arid regions. Turk. J.
Bot., 36: 690-696.
Fakhry, A. and M. Migahid. 2016. Ethnobotanical Survey of
Plants Used in the Treatment of Diabetes Mellitus in Tabuk
Region, Saudi Arabia. Int. J. Cur. Microbiol. & Ap. Sci.,
5(6): 258-270.
Gomaa, N. 2012. The soil seed bank in different habitats of the
Eastern Desert of Egypt. Saudi J. Boil. Sci., 19(2): 211-220.
Gonzalez, S. and L. Ghermandi. 2012. Comparison of methods
to estimate soil seed banks: the role of seed size and mass.
Com. Ecol., 13(2): 238-242.
Gulden, R. and S. Shirtliffe. 2009. Weed seed banks: biology
and management. Prairie Soils & Crops J., 2: 46-52.
Guo, Q., P.W. Rundel and D.W. Goodall. 1999. Structure of
desert seed banks: comparisons across four North American
desert sites. J. Arid Environ., 42: 1-14.
Halpern, C.B., S.A. Evans and S. Nielson. 1999. Soil seed banks
in young, closed-canopy forests of the Olympic Peninsula,
Washington: potential contributions to understory
reinitiation. Can. J. Bot., 77: 922-935.
Harper, J.L., J.T. Williams and G.R. Sagar. 1965. The behavior
of seed in the soil. 1 The heterogeneity of soil surfaces and
their role in determining the establishment of plants from
seed. J. Ecol., 53: 273-286.
Herrier, J.L., J. Mees, A. Salman, J. Seys, H. Van Nieuwenhuyse
and I. Dobbelaere (Eds). 2005 p. 269-278 Proceedings
'Dunes and Estuaries 2005' – International Conference on
Nature Restoration Practices in European Coastal Habitats,
Koksijde, Belgium, 19-23 September 2005 VLIZ Special
Publication 19, xiv + 685 pp.
Khan, M.A. 1993. Relationship of seed bank to plant
distribution in saline arid communities. Pak. J. Bot., 25:
73-82.
Koc, A., M.G. Kerim and H.E. Ibrahim. 2013. Soil seed bank
pattern in highland rangelands of Eastern Anatolian Region
of Turkey under grazing systems. Turk. J. Field Crops,
18(1): 109-117.
Lang, N.L. 2006. The soil seed bank of an Oregon Montane
Meadow: consequences of conifer encroachment and
implications for restoration. Master's Thesis. University of
Washington, Seattle, WA.
Ludwig, A., P. Wilcox, D. Breshears, J. Tongway and C. Imeson.
2005. Vegetation patches and runoff-erossion as interacting
ecohydrological forces in semiarid landscapes. Eco., 86(2):
288-297.
Ludwig, J. and D. Tongway. 1995. Spatial organization of
landscapes and its function in semi-arid woodlands,
Australia. Landscape Ecol., 10: 51-63.

ABDELRAHIM A. ELBALOLA ET AL.,

Lundemo, S., M. Falahati-Anbaran and H.K. Stenoien. 2009.
Seed banks cause elevated generation times and effective
population sizes of Arabidopsis thaliana in northern Europ.
Mol. Ecol., 18: 2798-2811.
MacMahon, J.A. and F.H. Wagner. 1985. The Mojave, Sonora,
and Chihuahuan deserts of North America. Pages 105-202
in M. Evenari, I. Noy-Meir and D.W. Woodall (Eds.), Hot
deserts and shrublands. Elsevier, New York.
Major, J. and W.T. Pyott. 1966. Buried, viable seeds in two
California bunchgrass sites and their bearing on the
definition of a flora. Vegetatio, 13: 253-282.
Mandak, B., P. Zákravský, V. Mahelka and I. Plačková. 2012.
Can soil seed banks serve as genetic memory? A study of
three species with contrasting life-history strategies. Plos
One, 7: e49471.
Marone, L., B.E. Rossi and M.E. Horno. 1998. Timing and
spatial patterning of seed dispersal and redistribution in a
South American warm desert. Pl. Ecol., 137: 143-150.
Marone, L., M.E. Horno and R. González del Solar. 2000. The
post-dispersal fate of seeds in the Monte desert of
Argentina: patterns of germination in successive wet and
dry years. J. Ecol., 88: 940-949.
Mekonnen, M. 2016. Soil Seed Bank and Natural Regeneration
of Trees. J. Sust. Devel., 9: 10.5539/jsd.v9n2p73.
Moawed, M. and A. Ansari. 2015. Wild plants diversity of Red
Sea coastal region, Tabuk, Saudi Arabia. J. Chem. &
Pharmac. Res., 7: 220-227.
Noy-Meir, I. 1985. Desert ecosystem structure and function, 93104 in M. Evenari, I. Noy-Meir and D.W. Woodall (Eds.),
Hot Deserts and Shrublands. Elsevier, New York.
Orndorff, K.A. and G.E. Lang. 1981. Leaf litter redistribution in
a West Virginia hardwood forest. J. Ecol., 69: 225-235.
Paul, B.L. and J.D. Gibson. 1995. The relationship between the
soil seed bank and above-ground vegetation of a coastal
barrier island. J. Veg. Sci., 6: 825-836.
Pazos, G. and M. Bertiller. 2008. Spatial patterns of the
germinable soil seed bank of coexisting perennial-grass
species in grazed shrublands of the Patagonian Monte. Pl.
Ecol., 198(1): 111-120.
Pitman, R., A. Bastrup-Birk, B. Nathalie and P. Rautio. 2010.
Sampling and Analysis of Litterfall. ICP Forests Manual,
vol. XII, 2-16.
Plue, J. and S.A.O. Cousins. 2013. Temporal dispersal in
fragmented landscapes. Biol. Cons., 160: 250-262.
Richter, R. and J. Stromberg. 2005. Soil seed banks of two
montane riparian areas: Implications for restoration. Biodiv.
& Cons., 14: 10.1007/s10531-004-7844-1.
Saatkamp, A., P. Poschlod and L. Venable. 2014. The
functional role of soil seed banks in natural communities.
seeds: the ecology of regeneration in plant communities
3rd Ed, 263-295.
Senbeta, F. and D. Teketay. 2002. Soil seed banks in plantations
and adjacent natural dry Afromontane forests of central and
southern Ethiopia. Trop. Ecol., 43(2): 229-242.
Shehata, H. and T. Galal. 2014. Factors affecting the distribution
and associated species of Malva parviflora in the Nile
Delta, Egypt. Weed Biol. & Mngt., 15(1): 42-52.
Shiferaw, W., S. Demissew and T. Bekele. 2018. Ecology of soil
seed banks: Implications for conservation and restoration of
natural vegetation: A review. Int. J. Biodiv. & Conser.,
10(10): 80-93.
Stromberg, J.C., J.F. Boudell and A.F. Hazelton. 2008.
Differences in seed mass between hydric and xeric plants
influence seed bank dynamics in a dryland riparian
ecosystem. Funct. Ecol., 22: 205-212.
Sylvia, D.M., J.J. Fuhrmann, P.G. Hartel and D.A. Zuberer.
2005. Principles and Applications of Soil Microbiology,
2nd edn. Prentice-Hal, U Prentice-Halliver, NJ.

SEED BANKS AND PLANT LITTER IN AL WADI AL AKHDAR

Thompson, K. 1986. Small-scale heterogeneity in the seed bank
of an acidic grassland. J. Ecol., 74: 733-738.
Thompson, K., J.P. Bakker, R.M. Bekker and J.G. Hodgson.
1998. Ecological correlates of seed persistence in soil in the
northwest Europ. Flora. J. Ecol., 86: 163-169.
Timothy, D., S. John and M. Blair. 2013. Assessing the
significance of soil erosion for arable weed seed bank
diversity in agro-ecosystems. Prog. in Phys. Geog., 37(5):
622-641.
van der Valk, A.G. and, R.L. Pederson. 1989. Seed banks and
the management and restoration of natural vegetation. In:
Ecology of Soil Seed Banks. pp. 329-346. Edited by M.A.
Leck, V.T. Parker, and R.L. Simpson. Academic Press, New
York, NY. U.S.A.
West, N.E. 1979. Formation, distribution, and function of plant
litter in desert ecosystems. Pages 647-659 in Perry, J.A. &

2271
D.W. Goodall (Eds.), Arid land ecosystems. Structure,
function, and management. IBP vol 16. Cambridge
University Press, Cambridge.
Whitford, W.G., V. Meentemeyer, T.R. Seastedt, K. Comack, Jr.,
D.A. Crossley, P. Santos, R.L. Todd and J.B. Waide. 1982.
Exceptions to the AET model: Deserts and clearcut forest.
Ecol., 62: 275-277.
Zahran, M.A. 1982. Ecology of the halophytic vegetation of
Egypt. In: (Eds.): Sen, D.N. & K.S. Rajpurohit.
Contributions to the ecology of halophytes. Tasks for
vegetation science, vol 2. Springer, Dordrecht
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-94-009-8037-2_2.
Zhang, Z, G. Hu, J. Zhu and J. Ni. 2012. Aggregated spatial
distributions of species in a subtropical karst forest,
southwestern China. J. Plant Ecol., 6(2): 131-140.

(Received for publication 26 April 2021)

