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Abstract

Two new Silene species 5. statntonii and S. stewartii are described from the N.W. Himalayas
(Drosh, Chitral and Pir Panjal range, Kashmir) belonging to Sections Lasiostemones and Physolychnis
respectively. S. staintonii is a distinct species without any close relatives, while 8. stewarfii comes
closest to S. wahlbergella,

Silene staintonii S.A. Ghazanfar sp. nov. Fig. 1, A — D.

Holotypus: Pakistan (NW), Chitral, Drosh, 4500 ft., fls. white, 3.5 1958, J.D.4. Stainton
2362 (RAW; iso. : BM). ‘ ‘

S. longisepalae E. Nasir, proxima, sed calyce glabro ungue petalino ciliato, fila-
mentis pilosis distinguenda. S. solenanthae Trantv. etiam similis (Transcaucasiae orien-
talls endemicae, e sect. Sclerocalycinarum) sed carpophoro toto pubescente, filamentis
pilosis et foliis basalibus diversis, praeterea distributione geographica distincta,

A ceteris specibus Pakistaniae distincta, ab omnibus speciebus Sectionis Lasioste-
monum dissimilis. '

 Plant perennis, caudice ligneo ramoso. Caules 23-27 cm, erecti, simplices inferne
albis pilosi, superne minus dense pilosi, supra glabri. Folia basalia 30~ 50 x 3 - 4 mm,
glabra, nisi margine +pilosa, spathulata'usque lineari-lanceolata, apice acuta, basi attenuata,
sessilia. Folia caulina 20 - 35 x | mm, linearia, pubescentia, sursum minora, apice acuta,
basi sessilia. Bracteae 6 - 7 x 0.5 mm, lineares, albo-pubescentes. Inflorescentia laxe
panciulata, Flores hermaphroditi, terminales, solitarii. Pedicellus 22 - 35 mm, glaber,
Calyx 28 - 29 mm longus, cylindricus, in fundum sensim decrescens, glaber; dentes
¢. 2 mm longi, ovati, apice ob‘tusi, margine hyalino dense ciliolati, venae obscurae.
Petala alba; limbus 10 - 11 mm longus, in lobos oblongos divisus; ungues auriculatae,
basi ciliatae. Squamae coronariae oblongue. Carpophorum 11 - 12 mm longum, pubescens.
Fllamenta pubescentia. Capsula et semina ignota. |

Known only from the type gathering.
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Fig. 1. Silene staintonit : A,B, habit x 1; C, dissected calyx showing carpophore x 1: 1, petal x 1,




Silene staintonii & 8. stewartif » 115

The new species is placed in Section Lasiostemones (Bolss.) Schischkin on the
basis of Its paniculate Inflorescence, large glabrous calyx, halry filaments and a ciliate
petal-claw.

Stlene stewartit S. A, Ghazanfar sp. nov. Fig. 2, A - D, ‘
Holotypus: Kashmir, Pir Panjal range, Fras Nag, £ 9000, 4.8 1947, R.R. & 1.D. Stewart
23244 (RAW; iso. : NY?).

Flg, 2. Silente stewartit © A, habit % 1; B, basal leal & 1: €, patal x 3: 1, seed x 10.
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Herba perennis, pumila, 7 - 15 cm alta. Caudex ligneus, brevis; radix tuberosa.
Caules floriferi 1 - 2, tenues, simplices, erecti vel ascendenti — erecti, albo-pubescentes.
Folia caudicalia cmlferim‘, 25 ~ 35 x 7 - 10 mm, spatiuilata vel oblongo-lanceolata, glabra,
margine ciliata, apice acuta, in longum petiolum attenuata; folia caulina plus minus
remota, linearilanceolata, 18 -~ 25 x 5 - 6 mum, apice acuta. Flores hermaphrodita, soli-
tarii, nutantes. Bracteae 8 - 12 x 2 - 3 mm lineari-lanceolatae, foliis caulinis similes,
Pedicelli dense albo-pubescenti. Calyx 10 « 11 mm, carnpanulatus, inflatus, albo-pubescens,
pilis @gldnduloms, dentes late triangulares, obtusi, ciliati, nervis viridibus non-anastomo-
santibus praediti. Petala ¢. 8 mm longa (color ignota) in calyce inclusa; unguis auriculatus,
basi ciliatus; lamina ¢. 1 mm, obtuse bilobata; ligulae binae, parvae. Carpophorus bre-
vissimus vel nullus. Filamenta 10, basi ciliati. Styli 5. Capsula 10 - 12 m ovoidea, dentibus
bifidis 5 maturitate, Semina ¢. 1 mm, subreniformia, dorso leviter carmulatd, faciebus
tuberculata. | :

Known from the type collection.

The new species comes closest to S, wahlbergella Chowdh., but can be distinguished
by its glabrous diliate-matgined leaves, eglandular pubescence, smaller calyx and canali-
‘culate tuberculate seeds. From . madens Majumdar it is differentiated by its smaller
calyx, included petals, and the petal-limb shalibwly bilobed.

8 stewarttz is included in Section Phy:»,oz’ye~ hnis (Benth.) Bocq. on the basis of
its § stylea, small muluded petals small oalpophore and the capsule dehiscing by 5
bifid teeth,
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